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July 7, 2004 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Contact:   Robert T. Van Hook, MSPH, CAE, Interim Executive Director 
 

CAN SELECTS HARRIS AS NEW EXECUTIVE 
 
The Center for American Nurses (CAN) today announced the appointment of Wylecia Wiggs 
Harris as its new Executive Director.  Ms. Harris served for 17 years with the American Heart 
Association in positions at the local, regional, and national levels.  Most recently, Harris served 
as Executive Director, Fund Raising, for Sister to Sister, a Maryland-based foundation 
supporting women’s issues in heart disease.  She will assume the position on July 23. 
 
Ms. Harris holds a Bachelors degree from Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio and a 
Masters of Business Administration from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. 
 
In announcing the appointment, CAN President Debra Hatmaker, PhD, RN, SANE-A, said, “We 
are extremely pleased to have a leader of Ms. Harris’ quality at CAN.  The CAN Board was most 
impressed with her vision and her skills.  In addition, Ms. Harris’ experience in working with 
health care professionals at both the state and national levels should fit well with CAN’s desires 
to meet the needs of working nurses at the bedside.” 
 
Ms. Harris said she knew that the CAN Executive Director position was right for her from the 
beginning of the interview process.  She said, “I see the great possibilities that CAN holds to 
help nurses cope with their workplace challenges.  I am eager to work in partnership with state 
nursing associations to build CAN into a powerful voice for nurses.  I am proud to be a part of 
this organization and to be aligned with the profession of nursing.” 
 
The Center for American Nurses (CAN) is a professional association whose mission is to create 
a community of nursing organizations that serves individual, non-union nurses by providing 
programs, tools, and policies that address their workplace concerns.  CAN defines its work in 
Workplace Advocacy as an array of services, products, and programs that support the personal 
and professional development of individual nurses to help them address their workplace 
challenges through research, education, communications, and advocacy.   
 
CAN is an independent affiliate of the American Nurses Association as an Associate 
Organizational Member. 
 
 //Picture attached// 



 
 
 

 
 
Wylecia Wiggs Harris 
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