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HATMAKER ELECTED AS CAN PRESIDENT

The Membership Council of the Center for American Nurses (CAN), an associate organizational
member of the American Nurses Association, today elected Debra Hatmaker, PhD, RN, SANE-
A, as President of CAN for a two-year term that begins immediately.

Dr. Hatmaker serves as Chief Programs Officer for the Georgia Nurses Association, a staff
position she accepted after serving as the Association’s President from 1999-2002. Hatmaker
has a distinguished career in nursing spanning more than 25 years. She began her career as a
public health nurse, followed by several years as a maternal-child staff nurse. In the early 1990s,
she completed her PhD in nursing while working in nursing education and as a part-time staff
nurse. She also began practicing as a sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE).

In her acceptance remarks, Hatmaker praised the work of the previous Board of Directors and
called on members to work with CAN “to develop effective workplace solutions for nurses,
educate nurses about the importance of workplace collaboration, strengthen CAN’s affiliate
relationship with the American Nurses Association (ANA) and with other nursing organizations.
The health care environment is too complex and too costly to go it alone these days — we will
only be successful moving our own strategies forward if we form strong collaborative
partnerships with others who can support our work. The work of progressive change agents
cannot be done in isolation.”

Dr. Hatmaker called on CAN be develop a more focused approach using the questions in Jim
Collins’ book, Good to Great. “As CAN moves from good-to-great, this new Board will need to
examine these three questions: What can we be best at? What drives our economic engine? and
What are we deeply passionate about? CAN will have to focus all its attention on activities that
ignite our passion.”

The Center for American Nurses (CAN) is a professional association whose mission is to create
a community of nursing organizations that serves individual, non-union nurses by providing
programs, tools, and policies that address their workplace concerns. CAN defines its work in
Workplace Advocacy as an array of services, products, and programs that support the personal
and professional development of individual nurses to help them address their workplace
challenges through research, education, communications, and advocacy. CAN is an independent
affiliate of the American Nurses Association as an Associate Organizational Member.
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